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Ecuadorian presidential 
candidate assassinated

QUITO: An Ecuadorian pres-
idential candidate known for 
speaking up against cartels 
and corruption was shot and 
killed Wednesday at a politi-
cal rally in the capital, amid a 
startling wave of gang-driven 
violence in the South Ameri-
can country.

President Guillermo Lasso 
confirmed the assassination of 
Fernando Villavicencio and 
suggested organised crime was 
behind his slaying, less than 
two weeks before the Aug. 20 
presidential election.

“I assure you that this 
crime will not go unpun-
ished,” Lasso said in a state-
ment. “Organised crime has 
gone too far, but they will feel 
the full weight of the law.”

Ecuador’s attorney gener-
al’s office said that one suspect 
died in custody from wounds 
sustained in a firefight after 
the killing, and police detained 
six suspects following raids in 
Quito.

In his final speech before 
he was killed, Villavicencio 
promised a roaring crowd 
that he would root out cor-

ruption and lock up the coun-
try’s “thieves.”

Prior to the shooting, Vil-
lavicencio said he had received 
multiple death threats, includ-
ing from affiliates of Mexico’s 
Sinaloa Cartel, one of a slew of 
international organised crime 
groups that now operate in 
Ecuador.

He said his campaign 
represented a threat to such 
groups.w“Here I am show-
ing my face. I’m not scared of 
them,” Villavicencio said in a 
statement, naming detained 
crime boss Jos Adolfo Mac as 
by his alias “Fito.”

Villavicencio was one of 
eight candidates, though not 
the front-runner. The politi-
cian, 59, was the candidate for 
the Build Ecuador Movement.

Supporter Ida Paez said 
that Villavicencio’s campaign 
had given her hope that the 
country could overcome the 
gangs. At the rally, she said, 
“We were happy.

Fernando even danced. His 
last words were, if someone 
messes with the people, he is 
messing with my family.”

As drug traffickers have 
begun to use the country’s 
coastal ports, Ecuadorians 

have reeled from violence not 
seen for decades.

The sounds of gunfire ring 
in many major cities as rival 
gangs battle for control, and 
gangs have recruited children. 
Just last month, the mayor of 
the port city of Manta was shot 
and killed.

On July 26, Lasso declared 
a state of emergency covering 
two provinces and the coun-
try’s prison system in an effort 
to stem the violence.

Former vice president and 
candidate Otto Sonnenhol-
zner said in a news confer-
ence following Wednesday’s 
killing, “We are dying, drown-
ing in a sea of tears and we do 
not deserve to live like this. 
We demand that you do 
something.”

Videos of the rally on social 
media appear to show Villavi-
cencio walking out of the event 
surrounded by guards.

The video then shows the 
candidate getting into a white 
pickup truck before gunshots 
are heard, followed by screams 
and commotion around the 
truck. AGENCIES

Fernando Villavicencio during a political rally 

Prior to shooting, Villavicencio said he had received multiple death threats

HE WAS SHOT DEAD AT CAMPAIGN EVENT

At least 36 killed on Maui as 
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WAILUKU: Thousands of Hawaii resi-
dents raced to escape homes on Maui as 
blazes swept across the island, destroy-
ing parts of a centuries-old town and 
killing at least 36 people in one of the 
deadliest US wildfires in recent years.

The fire took the island by surprise, 
leaving behind burned-out cars on once 
busy streets and smoking piles of rubble 
where historic buildings had stood in 
Lahaina Town, which dates to the 1700s 
and has long been a favourite destina-
tion for tourists. Crews battled blazes in 
several places on the island Wednesday, 
and the flames forced some adults and 
children to flee into the ocean.

At least 36 people have died, accord-
ing to a statement from Maui County 
late Wednesday that said no other 
details were available. Officials said 
earlier that 271 structures were dam-
aged or destroyed and dozens of people 

injured. The 2018 Camp Fire in Califor-
nia killed at least 85 people, destroyed 
nearly 19,000 homes, businesses and 
other buildings, and virtually razed the 
town of Paradise.

Lahaina residents Kamuela Kawaa-
koa and Iiulia Yasso described a har-
rowing escape under smoke-filled 
skies Tuesday afternoon. The couple 
and their 6-year-old son got back to 
their apartment after a quick dash to 
the supermarket for water, and only had 
time to grab a change of clothes and run 
as the bushes around them caught fire.

“We barely made it out,” Kawaa-
koa said at an evacuation shelter on 
Wednesday, still unsure if anything was 
left of their apartment.

As the family fled, a senior centre 
across the road erupted in flames. They 
called 911, but didn’t know if the people 
got out. AGENCIES

GENEVA: The World Health Organization 
on Wednesday classified the EG.5 corona-
virus strain circulating in the United States 
and China as a “variant of interest” but said 
it did not seem to pose more of a threat to 
public health than other variants, Reuters 
reported.

The fast-spreading variant, the most 
prevalent in the United States with an esti-
mated more than 17 per cent of cases, has 
been behind upticks in the virus across 
the country and also has been detected in 
China, South Korea, Japan and Canada, 
among other countries. 

“Collectively, available evidence does 
not suggest that EG.5 has additional public 
health risks relative to the other currently 
circulating Omicron descendent lineages,” 
the WHO said in a risk evaluation. A more 
comprehensive evaluation of the risk posed 
by EG.5 was needed, it added. Covid-19 has 
killed more than 6.9 million people globally, 
with more than 768 million confirmed cases 
since the virus emerged. 

WHO declared the outbreak a pandemic 
in March 2020 and ended the global emer-
gency status for Covid-19 in May this year. 
Maria Van Kerkhove, the WHO’s technical 
lead on Coid-19, said EG.5 had an increased 
transmissibility but was not more severe 
than other Omicron variants. AGENCIES
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WASHINGTON: Presi-
dent Joe Biden signed an 
executive order Wednesday 
to block and regulate high-
tech U.S.-based investments 
going toward China a move 
the administration said was 
targeted but it also reflected 
an intensifying competition 
between the world’s two big-
gest powers.

The order covers 
advanced computer chips, 
micro electronics, quantum 
information technologies and 
artificial intelligence.

Senior administration 
officials said that the effort 
stemmed from national secu-
rity goals rather than eco-
nomic interests, and that the 
categories it covered were 
intentionally narrow in scope.

The order seeks to blunt 
China’s ability to use U.S. 
investments in its technol-
ogy companies to upgrade its 
military while also preserving 
broader levels of trade that are 
vital for both nations’ econo-
mies. The Chinese Ministry 
of Commerce responded in 
a statement early Thursday 
that it has “serious concern” 
about the order and “reserves 
the right to take measures.”

The United States and 
China appear to be increas-
ingly locked in a geopolitical 
competition with a conflict-
ing set of values.  AGENCIES

US restricts 
investments 
in Chinese 
technology

COURT NOTICE
(U/o 5 Rule 20 CPC)

{UNDER GUARDIAN AND 
WARD ACT}  IN THE COURT OF  

Ms. Reetu
 Additional Civil Judge 

(Senior Division) , Bhiwani 
SAROJ KUMARI w/o Pardeep 

s/o Mange Ram
 Vs.

 General Public  
CNR No.  HRBH02-001310-2023 

Next Date:-17-08-2023 
Saroj kumari widow of Pardeep 
s/o Mange ram r/o Vill Sipper, 
Bhiwani natural guardian of 
minors namely Yashu (8 years) 
and Lakshay (6 1⁄2 years) s/o of 
Pardeep vs General Public 
NOTICE TO: 
General Public 
:-
Bhiwani 
In above titled case, the defendant 
(s)/ respondent(s) could not 
be served. It is ordered that 
defendant(s)/ respondent(s) should 
appear in person or through counsel 
on 17.08.2023 at 10:00 am.
For details logon to https://
highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs = 
district Notice&district= Bhiwani 

Sd/Ms Reetu
 Additional Civil Judge 

(Senior Division) ,
 Dated 10-08-2023  Bhiwani 


